
 

     2019 - 2020 GRADE 6 COURSE INFORMATION 
 
Students in Grade 6 study the following required courses: English, Modern Languages, Mathematics, History,              
Geography, Religious Studies, Advisory, Science, Physical Education and Health. There is choice between             
Chorus and Band, and students explore Art and FabLab. In addition to the regular English and Math courses,                  
students have an option between Drama or Latin. All students are required to take Italian and students who                  
enroll in Italian Literature have the option of taking the Prima Media State Exam at the end of the school year. 

 
 

Grade 6 Program 
  

English 6 
Math 6 

Science 6 
Modern Language:  

Italian For All 
 

And a choice of: 
Arabic, French, German, Mandarin, or 

Spanish 
 

History and Geography 6 
Religious Education 

Pastoral Care  
 

Art  
FabLab 

General Music  
 

Elective Choice: Drama OR Latin 
OR Band  OR Chorus 

 
Middle School Sports Program 

Marymount International School  
Mission Statement 

 
Marymount International School Rome is a private, 

Catholic, English-speaking, co-educational school that aims 
to further the mission of the Religious of the Sacred Heart 

of Mary. We welcome students of diverse cultural and 
religious backgrounds and offer an excellent program of 
studies and extracurricular activities. We seek to guide 

students towards the achievement of their full potential by 
empowering them to think creatively, reason critically, 

communicate effectively and learn continuously. It is our 
goal that a Marymount student should desire to celebrate 

God’s love, respond generously to the needs of our world, 
and promote justice and dignity for all. 

 
 
 

 
English 6  
The 6th Grade English Language Arts course provides concrete preparation in reading, writing, vocabulary,              
grammar and literary analysis. Literary studies include prose, poetry, drama and autobiography, and diverse              
writing activities. This course caters to the individual differences of students by reinforcing key linguistic               
concepts, and by providing students with extra practice in composition skills, vocabulary, and the mechanics of                
grammar usage. Required readings, research projects, and oral presentations will permit students to enhance              

 
 



 

their verbal and written communication. As reading is integral to this course, students will be assigned books                 
for the summer and academic year, and are expected to successfully complete periodic written documentation               
on the texts. Students are also provided with the opportunity to enhance their oral skills by participating to a                   
greater degree in oral presentations, technology integrated activities, and class discussion. 
 
English Language Learner (ELL) 
The Middle School ELL program is geared to teach and assist students whose first language is not English with                   
the goal of accessing content subject areas’ curricula. Students are assessed and placed into groups based on                 
Grade and proficiency levels.  
 
Mathematics 6  
This course develops ability in calculating and problem solving to prepare students for Pre-Algebra and               
applications of these skills in day-to-day experiences. Basic Algebra concepts are introduced and integrated              
into several of the units. A range of topics from Geometry, Statistics and Arithmetic are covered to give                  
students the foundations required for subsequent courses. A variety of methods for solving word problems are                
used throughout the year, encouraging students to be lateral thinkers.  
 
Science 6 
During the first year of the Middle School Science programme, students learn to use the scientific method by                  
designing and performing simple experiments and learning to use tools for measurement. The topics to be                
covered touch three areas of science. In Biology, the students will study the inventory of life, the use of                   
microscopes, classification, plant reproduction, evolution of plants and photosynthesis. 
The Chemistry topics focus on matter, changes of state, solutions and mixtures. In Physics, measurement,               
density and flotation, heat and temperature, air and atmosphere are introduced. 

 
MODERN LANGUAGES  

 
Arabic, French, German, Mandarin, and Spanish  
Students choose a language based on their previous language ability, experience and /or their teachers'               
recommendations. All Language courses are designed to enhance students’ proficiency in the language             
developing their receptive and productive skills.  
 
Mandarin and German are only offered at beginners and Intermediate 1 Level. Arabic will be offered as a                  
beginner course or as an advanced course. 

 
Italian (Required for all) 

 
Italian for non native: 
Students will be placed based on their previous language ability, experience and /or their teachers' 
recommendations. 
 
Italian for native - Italian Literature 6: 
The Italian Literature course is designed for students who are native speakers of Italian and/or have a fluent                  
command of Italian. The class focuses on developing students’ oral and written skills in Italian, as well as a                   
deep knowledge of Italian culture and literature including readings from Italian classics such as, Dante’s               

 



 

Divine Comedy.  
Through this course students will be prepared and have the option to take the Prima Media State Examination. 
 
History and Geography 6 
The course combines elements of History and Geography, covering the period after the Fall of the Roman 
Empire to the end of the Middle Ages. In Geography, students study the five major themes of Physical 
Geography and their interaction with migratory populations and cultures. 
 
Religious Education 6  
The Old Testament is the basis for this course and the basis of our faith as Christians. The students will journey                     
through salvation history, identifying God’s loving covenants with mankind. Students will explore the             
Christian teaching that Jesus fulfills the promises of the Hebrew Scriptures by proclaiming the Kingdom of                
God and forming the New Covenant. The concepts, ideas and practices of other faiths in our school community                  
will also be explored. 
 
Pastoral Care 6 
The 6th Grade Pastoral Care seeks to encourage personal growth by addressing such topics as friendship,                
bullying prevention, managing emotions, and problem solving.  
 
 

MUSIC 6  
 

General Music 
This course provides instruction in music appreciation, theory at a beginning level in line with the ABRSM                 
theory syllabus and an in-depth knowledge of music history from the origins of music to the Middle Ages. By                   
examining cultural perspectives of music, students will be enabled to utilize critical thinking skills to gain an                 
understanding of music and its value in society. Through these musical experiences, students will make               
connections between the various elements of music and other fields of knowledge. 

 
Chorus 6 
Chorus is an elective course designed for students to develop their vocal skills and to discover the joy of                   
working together in a choral group. In the course, students will explore singing in a variety of styles: rock,                   
gospel, jazz, pop, etc. Performance is a key component so students will perform in the classroom, in school                  
concerts during the year, in school masses and on retreats. An ability to sing on pitch with some degree of ease                     
and a fundamental interest and enjoyment of singing are helpful. Students will learn how to read choral music                  
and write musical ideas, using music as a means of expression and communication. Students will listen to and                  
analyze music from a wide range of traditions. Students will also learn how to describe music, express their                  
opinions and make critical judgments about the music they hear in class and the music they perform.  
 
Band 6  
The purpose of Beginners Band as an elective course is to develop a student's musical understanding through                 
the performance of a wide variety of musical literature at a beginner’s level. Students choose, and learn how to                   
play, one of the following band instruments: Flute, Clarinet, Saxophone, Trumpet, Trombone or Percussion              
(Mallets, Drum Kit, Percussions) or Bass Guitar. The teacher will guide the students in the choice of the                  
instrument. Focus will be on tone production, intonation, posture and ensemble skills. No prior musical               
knowledge is required. Music theory, listening skills and sight-reading are emphasized along with the use of                

 



 

music technology software such as GarageBand. Students are required to perform in public concerts as part of                 
the assessment. Some costs might be incurred for accessories and other materials. 
 
Drama 6 
This is a one year, practical course into the introduction of theatre and performance. The focus of the course is                    
geared towards teamwork, communication skills, public speaking and confidence building. Students will finish             
the course with an understanding of what theatre and performance means, why it is part of our society and how                    
it can help them in everyday life. They will learn how to focus their skills to create their own performances,                    
read scripts, design sets and empathize with other characters. The nature of the course itself creates a risk free                   
environment for the students to experiment and try new things. 
 
Art 6 
Art 6 is an introductory course and provides experiences designed to help students develop a greater                
understanding of the elements of Art as related to drawing skills, applied design methods (painting, mixed                
media, sculpture) and ceramics. In the History of Art students will explore Cave Man Art and Egyptian,                 
Mesopotamian, Etruscan, Greek and Roman Art. Principles of Design will be introduced and students will               
begin to prepare for the Media as well as advanced art courses to include IB Art. A portfolio and sketchbook                    
for use until 8th Grade will be required.  
 
FabLab 
Through S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art & Mathematics) students will be encouraged to             
explore, invent, create, and solve real-world problems using a variety of tools and materials in the Fab Lab.                  
Each student will produce a digital portfolio with the work that has been done throughout the year.  

 
Physical Education/ Health 6 
The 6th Grade Physical Education course aims to foster wellness, knowledge, social skills, fair play and fun.                 
The activity-based, sequential program will introduce students to team sports, health related fitness             
components (focusing on aerobic activity, muscular strength and endurance, flexibility), monthly health            
education lessons (focusing on mental, social, physical and emotional health), healthy choices, and lifetime              
activities. Through these units, students will learn and develop the fundamental skills of different sports, as                
well as essential principles to live a healthy, active life. Students will work to master these skills individually                  
and in groups, where sportsmanship and cooperative play are stressed. 

 
Latin: 
This introductory course offers a thorough, fascinating, and enjoyable grounding in Latin that combines the 
traditional grammatical method with the reading approach. In addition to grammar, paradigms and readings the 
course reinforces the grammar and morphology while encouraging the joy of linguistic and cultural discovery. 
 
Middle School Sports Program: 
Students have the opportunity to train in CONI's Olympic sports facilities with professional instructors from the 
Italian Basketball, Tennis, Soccer, Volleyball, Athletics and Swimming Federations. The Middle School Sports 
program is designed to promote and develop a sport-specific skill set as well as the values of teamwork, 
commitment, and sportsmanship. Students choose an individual and a team sport for the year which they then 
practice at CONI's sports facilities (Swimming, Tennis, Athletics) and at Marymount's on-campus sports 
facilities with CONI's accredited coaches (Volleyball, Soccer and Basketball).  

 

 



 

 
Name of Student:___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Italian For All -  Please choose one: 

 
Italian Beg  ____ Italian Intermediate 1 ____  Italian Intermediate 2 ____ *Italian Literature 6 ____ 
 
*Students who enroll in Italian Literature have the option of taking the Prima Media State Exam at the end of 
the School Year. 

Modern Language: Please choose one: 
 

French Beg ____ Spanish Beg ____ Mandarin Beg ____    German Beg ____    Arabic Beg  ____   
French Int 1 ____ Spanish Int 1 ____ Mandarin Int 1    ____    German Int 1 ____   Arabic Int 1  ____ 
French Int 2 ____ Spanish int 2 ____ Mandarin Int 2   ____     German Int 2  ____  
 
(Please note that a placement test will be given by the instructor, and/or teacher recommendation to place your 
child in the appropriate level.) 
 
Identified ELL (English Language Learners) and Learning Support students will have course choices further 
reviewed/adjusted to meet their individual needs. Parents will be consulted directly. 
 
All Grade 6 students will take Music, FABLAB, Art and an additional elective to choose from the choices  below. 

 
 
 
 

Elective Choice -  Please choose one: 
 ____ Drama     or     ____ Latin   or ____ Band or     ____ Choir 
 
 
 
Parent Signature 
 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
Student Signature  
 
__________________________________________________________ 

 
Date________________________________ 
 
For any further information or clarification please contact  
Ms. Viviane Mingazzini, Secondary School Principal at 
vmingazzini@marymountrome.com 

 

mailto:vmingazzini@marymountrome.com

